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PREFACE. 
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THE following Narrative was originally 
written to gratify the curioſity of an 
aged parent; if curioſity be not an inade- 
quate and improper term to expreſs the 
ſtrong intereſt which a father felt in the 
dangers and misfortunes of a ſon. It has 
been read in manuſcript by a conſiderable 
number of intelligent perſons, who are of 
opinion that it ought not to be with-held 
from the Public. 


Narratives of this ſort are generally in- 
tereſting, from the uncommon and extra- 


A ordinary 


41 

ordinary ſcenes which they exhibit. They 
may often be uſeful to ſufferers in ſimi- 
lar circumſtances, by teaching them the 
means of palliating diſtreſs, of averting dan- 
ger, and of prolonging life. They cannot 
be entirely unprofitable to any one, who ac- 
quires from the peruſal of ſuch a ſingular 

detail of facts, what they are ſo well calcu- 
lated to impreſs on the human mind, a leſ- 
ſon of patience under calamities, apparently 
the moſt intolerable, and of hope and cou- 
| rage in ſituations which ſeem the moſt deſ- 
perate; and who is thereby taught that 
chearful ſubmiſſion to the unſearchable de- 
crees of Providence, and that unſhaken con- 
' fidence in the goodneſs of the Supreme Diſ- 
poſer of the World, which are the beſt auxi- 
liaries of human frailty, and the only inex- 
hauſtible 


[ ] 
hauſtible ſource of a conſtant and exalted 
fortitude. Extraordinary as the circum- 
ſtances may appear which are related in the 
following pages, it will be impoſſible for the 
moſt ſceptical reader to doubt the truth of 
any of them. They are atteſted, as will be 
found in the ſequel, by the oath of three 
of the ſufferers. Some of the moſt material 
facts are of ſuch a nature, that they muſt 
have been known to many others: the 
original affidavit to the truth of the whole 
conſtitutes part of the public record of the 
Eaſt- India Company's ſettlement at Chitta- 
gong; and the original letters are in the 
hands of Mr. W. Mackay's family. The 
Editor is convinced that all readers of taſte 
will approve the caution with which he has 
reviſed the manuſcript. He is ſatisfied, that 
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even at the hazard of ſuffering ſome inac- 
curacies to remain, the peculiarities with ' 


which the language of the writer is tinctur- 


ed by his profeſſion and ſituation ought to 
be preſerved, that it may be an exact image 


of his mind, and even of his feelings, at the 
time, and that the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion may 


not be entertained of any addition or miſ- 


repreſentation of fact. 


— 


That this Publication did not appear 


much earlier, is to be imputed to the con- 


ſtant profeſſional engagements of Mr. Mac- 
kay, ſince his ſhipwreck. On his win at 
Calcutta 1 in December, 1795, being then a 
young man, and perfectly recovered from all 
the effects of that diſaſter, he was appointed 


to one of the Company's country ſhips, 
which 


\By Y 


which was diſpatched for Europe, and ar- 
rived in Auguſt, 1796. No ſooner had ſhe 
diſcharged her cargo, than ſhe was ordered 
out to the Weſt-Indies with troops, and did 
not return till Auguſt, 1797. In the month 
of November following, Mr. Mackay ſailed 
again for India. The letters were accord- 
ingly written during the ſhort intervals of 
duty, in circumſtances by no means favour- 
able to diſtinct recolleQion, and an aceurate- 


ly detailed narration. 


The Editor not having the advantage of 
Mr. Mackay's own aſſiſtance, hopes that, if 
in the few corrections which he has hazard- 
ed, he. ſhould any where have miſ-ſtated 
mutters relating to navigation, he may ex- 


pect the indulgence of nautical readers; 


and 


= 


and he hopes for the ſame candour in mat- 


ters relating to the cuſtoms and uſages of 
the Eaſt from thoſe who arc beſt acquainted 
with that ſubjeR. 


He likewiſe feels himſelf obliged to cor- 
rect a ſmall miſtake which has crept inta 
the enumeration of the ſurvivors. of the 
Juno's company. One of the ſix who pro- 
ceeded from the wreck 1s ſtated to be the 
Serang, which 1s not the fact, for he was 


one of the eight Laſcars who remained be- 


hind. The perſon who accompanied the 


other five was an Indian of a different caſte. 
This, to an European reader, may ſeem a 
trifle, but in India it will be deemed neceſ- 


ſary to perfect exactneſs. 


In 


[ vi 1 


In page pay Mr. Mackay expreſſes con- 
ſiderable aſperity on the inhumanity of his 
companions on the road to Ramoo, in 
leaving him behind, when he was incapable 
of keeping up to their pace. In this cen- 
ſure Mrs. Bremner 1s not to be included, 
her mental and bodily debilitation being 


ſuch as to prevent all expreſſion whatever. 


NARRATIVE, 


" — 2 — 
. - : 
SY 4 
. 
% 
- hy # + 
— . 
" 0 >! wo 
i = 
; 
% 
1 
1 
* 
. 
' 
- 1 _ * 
2 CI 
7 * 
* 
* 
* . 
* . * 
7 
1 
. 
* 1 
* i 
: % . ” 
— 
2 
. X ' 
* a ( % 
% 
* . 
. 
* 
- - E " 
— 
> 
* 
a 
* 
* 
” * 
) 
* 
. 
* % * 
* 
/ . 
* 
* 
% = 
\ „ 
I” 
. 
. % 
b 
* 
— 
„ a 
* — 2 > — — — 2 * « © n — OL —²èðð˙ — C — — 
9 —— — ᷑ —— — ———— — a - ——_— — . — —— * wy ny — - 0 1 — CAP 
_ „ 0 8. L — 2 K. Sy 2 — <4 n —— —— —— —ü—— 
— . 2 N = — m— Wo & Br * of —Y — ere as WG 2 = 6 WE DRESS... 342 — . — * _- — * pw. _—_— — on — — — 
— = hes TIA — = — — - _ "= 8 * - — — — 


NARRATIVE, 
&c. Se. 


— > 7  C_____— 
Portſmouth, Nov. 1, 1797. 
MY DEAR FATHER, 


IN obedience to your repeated commands, I ſhall 
endeayour, before my final departure for In- 
dia, to give you a full account of the loſs of the 
Juno, with the ſubſequent trials and providential 
eſcape of a ſmall part of her crew. The duties 
of my profeſſion have fo occupied my time, as 
to leave me no leiſure for executing the taſk ſoon- 
er; and when I have attempted it, I generally 
found myſelf ſo much agitated by the painful re- 
collection, that I have been unable to proceed. 
Time, however, has ſo blunted the edge of my 
feclings, that I can now turn my thoughts to the 
ſubject with more compoſure, and though the pic« 
ture may be leſs lively than it would probably have 
been, it earlier drawn, it will, I truſt, ſtill convey 
an intereſting, as well as faithful repreſentation of 
the ſcene. | 


B | I am 
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Fs) 
I am aware of my own inability to write for the 


public eye, but if (as ſome have ſuggeſted) the fol- 


lowing narrative ſhould be thought worthy of pub- 
lication, I have no objection to your giving it to 


the world, in any form you judge proper. 


J have already drawn up a haſty ſketch of the 
principal facts and circumſtances, to which, joint- 
ly with two of my fellow-ſufferers, I made affida- 
vit, as will appear in the ſequel; and as what I 
now offer you is only a detailed Narrative of the 


| ſubſtance of that affidavit, I wiſh it to be conſi- 


dered as given under the ſanction of the ſame ſo- 
lemn obligation. 


For reaſons with which you are already acquaint- 
ed, I quitted at Rangoon * the veſſel to which I 
formerly belonged, and accepted the ſituation of 
fecond mate of the Juno, Captain Alexander Brem- 
ner, then lying at that place, and taking in a car- 
go of teak-wood for Madras. The Juno was a 
ſhip of 450 tons burthen, very much out of repair, 
and in all reſpects badly provided for fea. Her 
crew conſiſted of 53 men, chiefly Laſcars, or na- 
tive ſeamen, with a few Europeans ; and we had 


alſo on board, the Captain's wife, her maid (a 


native 


* The chief town of . ſituated at the mouth of the Si : 
rian river, and a place of ſome trade. 
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native young woman) and ſome Malays to aſſiſt 
in working the ſhip, in all 72 ſouls. 


We failed the 29th of May, 1795, and beating 
out with the young ebb, in five to ſeven fathoms 
water, with ſoft mud, about 6 P. M. ſhoaled ſud- 
denly to a quarter leſs four fathoms. The ſhip 
was immediately ordered about, but the helm was 
ſcarcely a- lee when ſhe ſtruck on a hard ſand bank. 
All was hove aback in order to get her off, but 
without effe& ; both the bower anchors were let 
go to prevent her driving farther on, and they 
held her ſome time, till, one of the cables parting, 
ſhe dragged the other anchor; whereupon we let go 
the ſheet-anchor, which brought us up. It was 
the laſt quarter ebb, and we had no doubt of get- 
ting her off on the flood, provided we could keep 
her from upſetting at low water. We therefore 
ſtruck top-gallant-yards and maſts, to relieve her 
of as much top weight as poſſible. At low water 
ſhe heeled ſo much as to alarm us, but floated off 
with the flood. We hove up our anchors, ſtand- 
ing off under a preſs of fail into deep water; and 
as ſhe made no water, we hoped ſhe had not re- 
ceived any material damage. On the it. of June 
a gale commenced at S. S. W. with -a very high 
ſea; the ſhip laboured much, and very ſoon ſprung 
a leak. During fix days the gale laſted, it requir- 
ed the utmoſt exertions of all hands without diſ- 
„„ tinction 
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tinction to keep her free, the pump- gear getting 
frequently out of order by conſtant hard working. 


We unfortunately had no carpenter on board, and 


ſcarcely any carpenter's tools, but we made” ſhift, 
with the few we had, to repair the pumps as often 
as it became neceſſary. We were frequently ſoil- 
ed by the ſand ballaſt choaking them, which 
obliged us to hoiſt out and clear them, after 
having, to no purpoſe, tried many expedients 


to prevent their ſucking up the ſand. We 


held ſeveral conſultations about returning to 
Rangoon, but the many dangers attending the 
making that coaſt, (a lee ſhore ſo low as not to 
be ſeen above ten or twelve miles off, and at that 


. diſtance only ſeven fathoms water) made us unani- 


mous in opinion, that as long as any hope could 
be entertained of ſaving the veſſel, we ſhould en- 
deavour to keep her clear of the coaſt of Pegu. 


On the ſixth, the gale abated, the: ſhip made 


| leſs water, and required but one pump conſtantly 


going. We diſcovered a leak between wind and 
water along the ſtern-poſt, and the firſt calm day 
got out the jolly-boat, and nailed ſome tarred Can- 
vas and oakum on it, with ſheet-lead over all. 
This expedient fo far ſucceeded, that while good 
weather continued ſhe required pumping but once 
every watch, which led- us to imagine we had ef- 

tually 


EM, 

fectually ſtopped the leak ; we therefore congratu- 
lated each other on our ſuppoſed deliverance, and 
proceeded chearfully on the voyage. But our con- 
gratulations were premature. Happy had it been 
or us, if we had embraced the opportunity of re- 
turning to Rangoon, to have the leak properly ſe- 
cured, and the ſhip prepared for encountering the 
dangers which might reaſonably be expected in 
the bay of Bengal, in the middle of the ſouth-weſt 
monſoon. We muſt all have been infatuated when 
we imagined that a piece of canvas, though it might 
exclude the water in moderate weather, could ſuf- 
- ficiently ſecure ſuch a leak as ours when the ſhip 
ſhould come to labour, | 


The repairs of the pump- gear were hardly finiſh- 
ed, when, on the 12th of June, a ſevere gale com- 
menced at W. S. W.; from the beginning of it, 
the ſhip made more water than ſhe had done be- 
fore, and. we experienced the ſame diſtreſſing con- 
ſequences, the choaking of the pumps and deſtruc- 
tion of the pump- gear. We laboured inceſſantly 
with three pumps, and baling alſo with a bucket ; 
ſuch of us as could handle carpenter's tools work- 
ing with them and pumping alternately. Towards 
the 16th. almoſt exhauſted with fatigue and want 
of reſt, we began to entertain ſerious apprehenfions 
for our ſafety ; we therefore determined to ſet all 
the ſail we could carry, and keep her away, ſo as 

| B 3 to 
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to fetch the neareſt part of the coaſt of Coromandel, 
propoſing afterwards to coaſt it along to Madras, or 
bear up for Bengal, as our ſituation ſhould permit, 
We accordingly ſet the cloſe-reefed top-ſails, and 
courſes, and bore up; but the pumps requiring 

ſuch conſtant labour, it was not in our power to 
pay the neceſſary attention to the fails, ſo that be- 
fore the 18th. they were all blown away from the 
yards, except the foreſail, with which we lay to, 
till the 20th. at noon, being in latitude 17 100 N. 


and (by reckoning) about ge W. of Cape Negrais. 


The ſhip now pitched ſo deep and heavy, that we 


| ſometimes deſpaired of her ever riſing again, and our 


people were ſo much alarmed, that it was with diffi- 
culty we kept them to their ſtations. About 
noon we wore, hauled up the foreſail, and kept 
before the wind under bare poles, uniting in 
a general effort at the pumps and buckets, in 
hopes to clear her; but in vain. The men who 
were below coming up at eight with the news 


that the water reached the lower deck, the Laſ- 


ears gave themſelves up to deſpair, nor did a ray 


of hope preſent itſelf even to us Europeans. An 


idea generally prevailing that the ſhip muſt go 


to the bottom, owing to the quantity of ſand bal- 


laſt under the timber, the people were clamorous 
for getting out the boats, which we knew could 
be of no ſervice, as we had only an old jolly-boat, 
and fix-oared pinnace, both ſhattered and leaky. 
It 


3 


It was thought adviſeable to cut away the main- 
maſt to lighten the ſhip, and, if poſſible, keep her 
from ſinking till morning. About nine this was 
effected; but unſortunately the wreck of the maſt 
falling within board, in the confuſion this occa- 
honed, the men at the helm let the ſhip broach 

to, and the ſea made a fair paſſage over all. At 
this critical moment Mrs. Bremner, who had been 
in bed below, found means to get up the hatch- 

- way; Mr. Wade, chief mate, and myſelf, help- 
ed her to the quarter-deck rail, and were making 
her faſt in the mizen rigging, when the ſhip came 
to her utmoſt bearings, and inſtantly ſettled down. 
From the ſudden jerk ſhe gave we thought the 
was going to the bottom, but ſhe went no farther 
than juſt bringing the upper deck under water. 
All hands ſcrambled up the rigging to eſcape in- 
ſtant deſtruction, moving gradually upwards as each 

_ ſucceeding wave buried them ſtill deeper. Captain 

Bremner, his wife, Mr. Wade, and myſelf, with a few 
others, then got into the mizen-top; all thereſt elung 
about the mizen rigging, except one man, who, hap- 
pening to be forward at the time, gained the fore- 
top. Mrs. Bremner complained much of cold, hav- 
ing no covering but a ſhift and ſtrau- petticoat, and 
as I happened to be better clothed than her huſband, 

T pulled off. my jacket, and gave it to her. Find- 
ing, contrary to our firſt apprehenſions, that the 
ſhip was not likely to go to the bottom, we cut 

8 | B 3 | away 
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away with our knives the yards, &c. about the mi- 
zen maſt, leſt the additional weight of ſo many 
perſons ſhould carry it away. Though the ſhip 
rolled ſo violently that it was with difficulty we 
could hold ourſelves faſt, through exceſſive fati- 
gue ſome went to ſleep before day; but, for my 
part, I could not ſufficiently compoſe myſelf. At 
firſt there did not appear to me the ſmalleſt ground 
for hope, yet, after two or three hours reflection, it 
occurred to me that ſome veſſel might heave in 
ſight in the morning. I felt perfectly reſigned to 
my fate while it ſeemed inevitable, but from the 
moment I indulged a hope of being ſaved I could 
not endure the idea of an untimely death, and liſ- 
tened the remainder of the night in anxious expec- 


tation of hearing a gun, ſeveral times imagining I 


actually heard one; and whenever I mentioned 


this to my companions each fancied: he heard the 
ſame report. At dawn of day one of the men 


called out © a fail ;” this was anſwered by the Muſ- 
ſulmans with an ejaculation to their Prophet, which 
reminding us of what we owed to our God, we 
endeavoured to offer up our humble thanks for 
the deliverance we now thought certain; but his 
ſight deceived him as cruelly as my hearing had 
deceived me through the night. Perhaps during 
the whole courſe of our ſubſequent trials, we did 
not experience more exquiſite pain than this diſ- 
appointment gave us, My heart died within 

me, 


(9) 


me, I regretted having indulged hopes which 
proved thus altogether deluſive, and my ſpirits 
were ſo diſquieted I could not regain that tran- 
— of mind which at firſt ſupported me. 


The ith preſented to our view, on the re- 
turn of day, was awful beyond deſcription—a tre- 
mendous gale of wind, the ſea running mountains 
high, the upper deck and upper parts of the hull 
going to pieces, and the rigging that ſupported 
the maſt, to which 72 unfortunate wretches clung, 
giving way, every moment threatened to cloſe the 
ſcene. The ſhrieks of the women and Laſcars 
added to the general horror. Some voluntarily 
yielded to their fate at once, while others unable 
to keep their hold were waſhed out of the rigging; 
but the greater part were reſerved for trials yet 
more dreadful. 'The gale continued unabated for 
three days, the return of each day aggravating the 
miſery of our ſituation. We ſaw that we might re- 
main on the wreck till carried off by famine, the 
moſt frightful ſhape in which death could appear 
to us. I confeſs it was my intention, as well as that 
of the reſt, to prolong my exiſtence by the only 
means that ſeemed likely to occur, eating the 
fleſh of any whoſe life might terminate before my 
own. But this idea we did not communicate or 
even hint to each other, till long afterwards, ex- 
cept once that the Gunner (a Roman Catholic) 

aſked 


40 
aſked me, if I thought there would be a ſin in hav- 
ing recourſe to ſuch an expedient. From want of 
room in the mizen, ſome of the men quitted it, 
intending to ſwim forward to the fore-top; ang 
three or ſour loſt their lives in the attempt. My agi- 
tation was, after ſome time, ſucceeded by a ſort of 
callous, or rather ſullen indifference. I tried to 
doze away the hours, and wiſhed above all for a 
| fate of inſenſibility. The uſeleſs lamentations of 
my fellow-ſufferers provoked me, and inſtead 
of fympathizing, I was angry at being diſturb- 
ed by them. During the firſt three days I did 
not ſuffer much from want of food, the weather 
being cool and cloudy; but on the fourth the wind 
abated, the clouds diſperſed, and left us expoſed to 
the ſcorching heat of a vertical ſun, which ſoon 
rouzed me to the keeneſt ſenſe of my ſituation, 
Hitherto the apprehenſion of what might be to 
come proved more intolerable than any thing I 
actually experienced. Though my ſenſations, 
particularly of thirſt, were exquiſitely painful, 
they were not ſo violent as what I had read of in 
/ fimilar caſes. But I now began to feel in reality 
what I had already tortured. myſelf with in ima- 
gination, and I dreaded I was approaching ta 
the point I had figured to myſelf, which the 
cries of thoſe among us, moſt given to complain- 
ing, led me to think they had actually reached 


I recolleted however having read in Captain In- 
glefield's 


2 


4 
glefield's Narrative, that his boat's crew had re- 
ceived great benefit from lying down by turns in 
a blanket which had been previouſly dipped in the 
ſea, the pores of the ſkin abſorbing the water, 


and leaving the ſalt on the ſurface. This practice 


I adopted as far as I could, by dipping a flannel 
waiſteoat I wore next my ſkin from time to time 
in the ſea, Many of my companions, who follow- 


ed my example, agreed that it refreſhed them, and 


8 — 


life. 


I am convinced that by the bleſſing of God, it was 
the means of ſaving my life. It was further uſe- 
ful by occupying the mind, and preventing de- 
ſpondency ; I always found a ſecret ſatisfaction 
in every exertion for the preſervation of my 


. 
The night of the fourth day I had a moſt re- 


freſhing ſleep, in which my mind dwelt on former 


ſcenes, particularly on yourſelf, and alHhoſe near- 
eſt to my heart. I dreamed that I was in a raging 
fever, and that you were praying by my bed fide, 


drefled in lawn, and with a mitre like a biſhop ; 


that while you continued praying the fever went 
off, but whenever you ceaſed it returned. I then 
thought you adminiſtered the ſacrament to me, 
and juſt as I was about to put the cup to my lips 
I awoke. The inference I drew from my dream 
was, that you had departed this life, and were in 


heaven a witneſs of my ſufferings. Some of the 


circumſtances 


ceircumſtances brought to my recollection the mi- 
| ſery of my uncle's family while his ſon was 
a mifling, and the idea of what you muſt all ſuffer 
on my account greatly diſtreſſed me. But 1 call- 
| ed to mind the good leſſons I had learned from 
| you in earlier days, and found they had a won- 

derful effect in calming my ſpirits, and fortifying 
my mind; I endeavoured to make my peace with 
God, and was reconciled to die, 


On the 25th, (the fifth day from the ſhip's go- 

ning down) the firſt two perſons died of want, 

3 which greatly affected the ſurvivors, The one 

| went off ſuddenly; the other languiſhed ſome 

hours in great agony, having firſt been ſeized with 

violent pings which brought on ſtrong con- 

vulſions; and I afterwards remarked theſe ſymp- 

| toms were ſure preſages of an approaching painful 

| death. This day was very hot, and the ſea ſmooth. 

: The Captain and Chief Mate having always ex- 

| prefled great confidence in rafts, ſome hands were 

| employed in conſtructing one from the fore yard, . 

ſprit fail yard, and ſome other ſmall ſpars which 

' . "were ſtill towed to the wreck.—It being finiſhed 
next day about noon, the people began to get 
upon it, and the Captain, obſerving the general 
movement, hurried down from the mizen top, 
with Mrs. Bremner, and Mr: Wade, Though I 


did not approve of the plan, yielding to the im- 
| pulſe 


613) 


pulſe of the moment I followed their example; 
but the raft being inſufficient to fupport us all, a 


_, conteſt aroſe, the ſtrongeſt forced off the weak= 


eſt, and obliged them to return to the wreck.— 
Juſt as they were about to cut the rope which 
made them fait, I aſked Capt. Bremner in what di- 
rection he ſuppoſed the land lay, and what proba- 
bility he thought there was of our making it ?— 
Receiving no anſwer, I endeavoured to perſuade 
him to return to the wreck, but finding I could 
make no impreſſion on. him, nor on any of the reſt, 
was content to remain with them, and we paddled 
away before the wind with pieces of plank which 
the people had previouſly ſhaped with their knives 
into the form of paddles. We had not gone far 
when we found our number ſtill too great for the 
raft; I ſeized the opportunity of renewing my re- 
monſtrances, which had the deſired effect on Mr. 
Wade, who agreed to return with me to the maſt- 
head; and the reſt of the party, willing to lighten 
the raft, readily aſſiſted us in regaining our for- 
mer ſtation. They again departed, and were out 
of fight by ſun-ſet.—I muſt confeſs it ſometimes 
occurred to me how eaſy it was to put an end to 
my ſufterings, and while the raft was conſtructing 
I felt an inclination to get upon it, from an idea 
that it would be impoſſible to live 24 hours in that 
fituation.—But it pleaſed God to fortify my mind 
againſt ſuch deſponding thoughts, and ta endaw 

| me 
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me with a degree of patience and reſignation I 
once thought impoſſible for any man to poſſeſs, 
under ſuch protracted ſuffering. I reſolved, there- 
fore, to remain on the wreck, and there to- await 


the will of Providence. 


The morning of the 27th, we were ſurpriſed to 
ſee the raft along fide of us, on the oppoſite quar- 
ter to that from which it had ſet out. Having pad- 
dled all night, till their ſtrength was exhauſted, 
without knowing in what direction, they drifted 
at random, and at day-light, finding themſelves 
cloſe to us, quitted the raft, and joined us at the 


| maſt heads. Captain Bremner ſoon after became 


delirious, which ſo alarmed his wife as to throw 
her into convulfions. He was a ſtrong hearty man, 


rather paſt middle age; ſhea delicate yqung woman, 


and they had not been married above eleven months. 
In the firſt ſtages of our diſtreſs the ſight of his 
wife ſeemed to give him pain, as if it reproached 
him with having brought her into her preſent dan- 
ger; but he now ſcarcely permitted her to quit his 


arms, and ſometimes obliged us to uſe force to re- 
feue her from the violence of his embraces. In his 


_ phrenzy, he thought he ſaw a table covered with 
all forts of choice meats, and wildly demanded why 
we did not give him of this, or that diſh? His ra- 

vings generally turned on eating or drinking, often 


on his wife, and ſometimes on other ſubjects. 
Fearing 
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| Fearing the bad conſequencesof drinking ſalt wa- 
ter, I refrained from it as long as poſſible, till un- 
able to endure the parching heat of my ſtomach 
and bowels, and thinking my diſſolution at hand, 
I went down to indulge myſelf with a draught, 
and drank perhaps near two quarts. To my great 
aſtoniſhment, inſtead of injuring it revived both 
my ſtrength and ſpirits, but ſtill conſidering it as 
certain poiſon, I every moment expected my laſt 
agonies to begin. In this too I was miſtaken: I 
got a ſound ſleep, and my inward heat abated; I 
felt ſtronger, and though it purged and griped me 
_ violently, the inconvenience was trivial when com- 
pared with the benefit that always reſulted, 


The morning of the 28th, Mr. Wade declar- 
ed he could bear his ſituation no longer, and 
would go once more on the raft, if I would 
accompany him. I rejected his propoſal, and 
tried to diſſuade him from it without effect. 
—Any death, he ſaid, was preferable to his 
preſent exiſtence, and nothing could change his 
reſolution. He prevailed on two Italian ſecun- 
dies*, two Malays, and three or four Laſcars to 
join him, and in a few hours we loſt fight of them. 
In the evening there came on a ſquall, which in 
all probability proved fatal to them, though to us 


* Helms men, 
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it brought the moſt ſeaſonable relief, as it was ac= 


companied with heavy rain: we had no means of 


catching it, but by: ſpreading out our cloaths, moſt 
of which had been ſo drenched by the falt water, 
that at firſt they tainted the freſh, but the rain was 


fo heavy that it ſoon waſhed out the falt; and we 


afterwards reſerved one part of our cloaths for 

catching the freſh water, and another for dipping 

in the ſea, as occaſion might require. After this 

we were ſeldom forty-eight hours without a ſhower, 

and in the intervals, when we had not ftrength left 

to go down ourſelves, it was our conſtant practice to 

lower a jacket, or piece of cloth, into the ſea by 

means of a rope-yarn, and apply it thus moiſtened 
to our bodies. Whenever a heavy ſhower afford- 

ed us a few mouthfuls of freſh water, (either by 
catching the drops as they fell, or ſqueezing them 
out of our cloaths) it infuſed new life and vigour 
into us, and for a while we almoſt forgot our mi- 
ſery. Another expedient we had frequent recourſe 
to, finding it ſupplied our mouths with temporary 
moiſture, was chewing any ſubſtance we could find, 

generally a bit of canvaſs, or even lead, when we 
could get any. This laſt will appear wonderful, 
as I have been fince told it is conſider& as poiſon | 


when taken into the ſtomach, but I aſſert the fact, 


having myſelf chewed it for hours. together, till 
reduced almoſt to a powder, and ſometimes ſwal- 


lowed 


K 


bwed it“. —Vou will be ſurpriſed I do not men- 
tion leather; but none of us wore ſhoes at the 
time the ſhip went down; the Laſcars never uſe 
any, and we always put off ours when it rained, 
as leather dreſſed in India is rendered uſeleſs by 
being wetted. Some who tried bits of leather 


that were about the rigging, found the ſmell and 


taſte too offenſive to be endured. 


After all I ſuffered, I believe it fell ſhort of the 
idea I had formed of what probably muſt be the 
natural conſequence of ſuch a ſituation as that we 
were reduced to. I had read or heard that no 
perſon could live without food beyond a few days, 
and when ſeveral had elapſed, I was aſtoniſhed at 
my. having exiſted ſo long, and concluded every 
ſucceeding day muſt be the laſt. I expected, as 
the agonies -of death approached, we ſhould be 
tearing the fleſh from each other's bones. This 
apprehenſion filled me with horror, and perhaps 


the dread of the future helped to reconcile me to 


the preſent. Many of my companions expired de- 
lirious ; the fear of a ſimilar fate excited in me 4 
moſt dreadful apprehenſions, and it was my fer- 
vent prayer to the Almighty that he would be 
pleaſed to ſpare my reaſon in my laſt moments. 
I often, wiſhed it might be his will to releaſe me 


* The Author is here in a miſtake.—Tt is only in its calcin- 
ed ſtate that lead is hurtful to the ſtomach. 
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from my ſufferings, but whenever the moment (as 
I ſuppoſed) drew near, nature ſhrunk from diſſo- 
lution ; I dreaded ſurviving my companions, and 
thus being the laſt mot, yet I did not with to 
be the noxt- | 


l 


cers of a very diſguſting appearance, died in the 
cat-harpings juſt under the mizen- top. His next 


neighbour tried to throw the body into the ſea, 
but it had got ſo jammed in among the ropes, that 


he could not diſengage it, and it remained there a 
day or two longer, until the ſtench became into- 
lerable. Many ſuch occurrence could relate, 
but muſt paſs them over in ſilence, as the bare re- 


collection of them, even at this diſtance of time, 


is too powerful for my feelings. 


On the morning of the eleventh day (July 1) 
Mrs. Bremner found her huſband dead in her arms, 


and our ſtrength was ſo reduced it was with the ut- 


moſt” difficulty we threw his body over-board, after 
ſtripping off part of his cloaths for the uſe of his 


wife. In the courſe of this day two others died in 


the mizen, and two more in the fore-top, with 
which we had of late little or no communication, 
being no longer able tocome down the rigging, or 
| tpeak loud enough to be heard at that diſtance. 
After the 1 abated, ſeveral of the Laſcars went 


forward, 


. 
\ 
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forward, and our number was now ſo diminiſhed, 


the two tops held us all. 


I can give very little account of the reſt of the 
time, tþe ſenſation of hunger was now loſt in that of 


weakneſs; and when I could get a ſupply of freſh -_ 


water, I was comparatively eaſy. Hitherto we hadoc- 
caſionally found the nights chilly, and as our ftrength 
decreaſed, ſo did our ability to endure the cold. 
The heavy rains by which we weredrenched (though 
| beneficial in other reſpects) rendered it more ſe- 
vere, in ſo much that after ſun-ſet our limbs were 
quite benumbed, our teeth chattered, and we 
ſometimes feared we ſhould die of extreme cold 
under a vertical ſun. As the heat increaſed it dif- 
fuſed its influence throughout our whole frames, 

we expoſed firſt one ſide, then the other, until our 
limbs became pliant, and as our fpirits revived 
we indulged ourſelves in converſation, which ſome- 
times even became chearful. But as the meridian 
heat approached, the ſcorching rays renewed our 
torments, and we wondered how we could haye 
wiſhed the rain to ceaſe. 


Of thoſe who were not immediately near me I 
knew little, unleſs by their cries. Some ſtruggled 
hard, and died in great agony ; but it was not al- 
ways thoſe whoſe ſtrength was moſt impaired that 
died the eaſieſt, though in ſome caſes it might be 
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fact, raiſed the body, gazed wi 
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ſo. I particularly remember the following inſtances : 
Mr. Wade's boy, a ſtout and healthy lad, died 


early, and almoſt without a groan ; while another 


of the ſame age, but a leſs promiſing appearance, 
held out much longer. The fate of theſe unfor- 


tunate boys differed alſo in another reſpect, highly 


deſerving of notice. Their fathers were both in 
the foretop when the boys were taken ill. The fa- 
ther of Mr. Wade's, hearing of his ſon's illneſs, 
anſwered with indifference, © that he could do 
nothing for him,” and left him to' his fate. 'The 


other, when the accounts reached him, hurried 
down, and watching for a favourable moment, 


crawled on all-fours along the weather gun-wale 
to his ſon, who was in the mizen rigging. By 
that time, only three or four planks of the quarter- 
deck remained, juſt over the weather-quarter gal- 
lery ; and to this ſpot the unhappy man led his 
ſon, making him faſt to the rail to- prevent his 
being waſhed away. Whenever the boy was ſeiz- 
ed with a fit of refſching the father lifted him up, 
and wiped away the foam from his lips : and if a 


. ſhower came, he made him open his mouth to re- 


ceive the drops, or gently ſqueezed them into it 
from a rag. In this affecting ſituation, both re- 
mained-four or five days, till the boy expired. The 


unfortunate parent, as if unwillipg to believe the 
1 at it, and 


when he could no longer entertain any doubt, 
| watched 
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watched it in ſilence till it was carried off by the 
ſea; then wrapping himſelf in a piece of canvas, 
ſunk down, and roſe no more, though he muſt 
have lived two days longer as we judged from the 
quivering of his limbs when a wave broke over 
him. 


I his ſcene made an impreſſion even on us, 

whoſe feelings were in a manner dead to the world, 
and almoſt to ourſelves, and to whom the ſight of 
miſery was now become habitual. 


On the evening of the 10th of. J uly, (and as 
nearly as we could calculate the twentieth day 
ſince the ſhip went down) one of the people ſaid 
he ſaw ſomething like land in the horizon to the 
Eaſtward. His aſſertion was heard without emo- 
tion, no one immediately making any effort to aſ- 
certain the truth. Though it produced no viſible 
effect, it ſeemed to operate inwardly, for a few mi- 
nutes afterwards raiſing my head to obſerve the ap- 
pearance the other had remarked, I found every_ 
eye turned towards it. We all continued looking 
the ſame way, though not very earneſtly, till the 
dark ſhades of evening by degrees interrupted our 
view; and each then making his own obſervations, 
all agreed it was land, Mrs. Bremner and others, 
aſked my opinion, and if I thought there was yet a 
poſſibility of eſeape. I anſwered, it did not appear 

"Sf to 
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to me to be land, but if it was, there was one 
comfort, that it would moſt likely ſoon put an end 
to our ſufferings, as theſhip would certainly ground 
a long way off ſhore, and be beat to pieces in a 


few hours. This had been always my opinion, fa 


that I dreaded ſeeing land ; but at this time I 
was indifferent to every thing, and incapable of 
any acute ſenſation. I remember, that on awak- 
ing at day break next morning, I did not think of 
looking whether there was land in fight or not, 
till one of the people in the fore-top waved a hand- 
kerchief, by way of ſignal, that it was ſo. I then 
felt an inclination to get up and look, but happen- 
ing to be in an eaſy poſition, with my arms fold- 
ed ſo as to preſs my ſtomach, I was too indifferent | 
to turn myſelf round. My neighbours were more 
affected; ſome one got up and declared it was 
land, which rouſed another, and by degrees all of 
us. It appeared to me very like land, but ſtill I 
was neither ſure nor much intereſted about it. 
Mrs. Bremner having aſked me if I thought it was 
the coaſt of Coromandel, this ſeemed to me ſuch 
a ridiculous queſtion, that I anſwered, if it was ſhe 
and I ſhould go to the long- room at Madras, and 

there be exhibited as curioſities under the pictures 
of Cornwallis and Meadows, at ſo much a head. 
However, in the courſe of the day, it was ſo plain, 
there could be no longer any doubt; and anxiety 
then became general. I entertained ſome hopes 

| | | | of 
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ol being ſaved, though abated by the apprehenſion 

,of the ſhip's grounding far from ſhore, and could 
not help thinking, after having ſurvived ſuch ex- 
traordinary ſufferings on the middle of the ocean, 
it would be a cruel aggravation of the ſeverity of our 
fate to periſh thus in ſight of land. In the evening 


we were ſo near, as to perceive, with inexpreſſible 


anguiſh, it was a wild jungle, without any appearance 


of inhabitants. I expected the ſhip would ſtrike 
every moment, and lay down, perſuaded I ſhould 
never ſee another day. I ſlept notwithſtanding, 
and was awakened before day light, by the ſhip 
ſtriking on a rock ſo violently as to ſhake the maſt 
at every thump: I had foreſcen this event, and 
prepared once more to meet my fate. At day 
break the motion was ſo violent that we could not 
hold ourſelves faſt. The tide having fallen ſeve- 
ral feet, the remaining beams of the upper deck 
were'out of water ; we therefore made an effort to 
get down on them, which we accompliſhed with 
ſome difficulty. The Gunner and I endeavoured 
to aſſiſt Mrs. Bremner, and brought her to the 
cat-harpings ; but ſhe was too weak to help her- 
ſelf, and we had not ſtrength to carry her, ſo were 
obliged to leave her there, and with great difficul- 
ty got upon the beams. The tide by this time had 
Fleft the ſhip fo far, that ſhe no longer moved, and 
the gun- deck was almoſt dry. The Laſcars came 
out of the fore-top, and were ſearching among 
C 4 the. 
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the rubbiſh for money. I propoſed to " of them, 
who ſeemed ſtronger than the reſt, to bring Mrs. 

Bremner down from the cat-harpings, but this they 
refuſed to do unleſs ſhe gave them part of the 
money they underſtood ſhe had about her. When 
the ſhip went down ſhe had fortunately put about 
30 rupees in her.pocket, and her anxiety to pre- 
ſerve them was often the ſubject of raillery among 
us, who little ſuſpected how much theſe few ru- 
pees were to be inſtrumental in ſaving our lives, 
as will by and by appear. They agreed at laſt to, 
bring her down to the gun-deck for eight rupees, 
and the ſervice was no ſooner performed, than they 
inſiſted on being paid on the ſpot: this was the 
only inſtance they ſhewed of want of ſubordina- 
tion or fellow-feeling for their companions in diſ- 
treſs, their conduct having been (except in this 
inſtance) highly exemplary, and particularly in 

the delicacy they uniform] * ſhewed towards our 
unhappy females. : | 


After reſting ourſelves ſometime on the gun-deck, 
we obſerved the rudder-head had been knocked 
off, and that through the hole in which the head 
had been, there was Aa. paſſage to the gun-room, 
As ſoon as the tide had left the orlop deck, we 
got into the gun-room to ſee if any thing remain- 
ed that could be of uſe to us, but the ſea had 
waſhed 9 every article, except three or four 

cocoa 
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cocoa nuts, which, after a good deal of ſearch, we 
found jammed under the timber. You will natu- 
rally ſuppoſe that theſe were kept by the perſons 
who had the good fortune to diſcover them, but 
it was not ſo; the very firſt that was found was 
ſhared among many, the finder only claiming the 
water of the nut as his excluſive property. In this 
he was diſappointed ; the liquor was turned by 
age into a few drops of oil extremely unpalatable, 
and by no means calculated to allay thirſt : The 
ſolid part too had no nouriſþment in it, and we 
found ourſelves rather the worſe for having eaten 
af it. That a perſon under ſuch circumſtances 
ſhould not have firſt conſidered himſelf before he 
helped his neighbour may ſeem to you improba- 
ble, as may alſo other circumſtances here related; 
I will however ſtate facts, without pretending to 
account for them. I am convinced that had the 
cocoa nuts been ever ſo good, they would have 
been equally divided in the ſame manner ; for in- 
deed the ſenſation of hunger now gave us little or 
no pain, and that of thirſt ſtill continued predomi- 
nant. Water, freſh water, mixed with acid, was 
what perpetually haunted my own imagination, not 
a ſhort draught which I could gulp down in a mo- 
moment (of this I could not endure the thought), 
but a large bowl-full, that I could ſcarcely hold in 
my arms; and when I thought of victuals, I longed 
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moſt for ſuch as I could ſwallow at once without 


the trouble of chewing. 


Our ſituation in the gun-room was compara- 
tively ſo much eaſier and more comfortable-'than 
it had been at the maſt-heads, that we became in 
a manner content. I ſaw no proſpect of being 
able to get aſhore, and hardly wiſhed to make the 
attempt, there being, in my opinion, no chance of 
ſafety there ; and of the two deaths, it ſeemed bet- 
ter to expire quietly on the wreck than to be torn 
to pieces by the tygers. Beſides, I was not alto- 
gether without hope, that by remaining on. the 
wreck, we might in the end be ſaved, the ſame de- 
pendance, from which I had all along derived com- 
fort, ſtill ſupporting me, namely, that God Al- 
mighty would not have prolonged our lives in a 
manner fo extraordinary, had he not decreed to 
ſend us relief at laft ; and this belief was ſtrength- 


ened by remarking, that none of us had died fince 


we firſt ſaw the land. 

In the afternoon we obſerved ſomething like 
men walking along the ſhore, which raiſed our ex- 
pectations greatly. All of us who were able got 
on the taffall rail, and endeavoured to attract 


. their attention by waving cloths, and making all 
1 the noiſe in our power, but they took not the leaſt 


notice, 
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notice, and paſſed on, which ſeemed ſo unaccoun- 
table to us, that we began to doubt whether they 
were really men. The fight, however, rouſed ſome . 
- of us to make an effort to get on ſhore, and for 
that purpoſe we all went into the gun-room to get 
out ſome ſmall ſpars we had obſerved there. With 
infinite fatigue we launched ſix of them into the 
water, but theſe were not thought ſufficient ta 
ſupport us all, and we were ſo exhkuſted that we 
could move no more at that time. Towards even- 
ing, however, ſix of the ſtouteſt Laſcars got upon 
them, and it being the young flood, ſoon gained 
the beach, though there was a heavy ſurf. They 
found a ftream of freſh water, of which having 
drank their fill, they lay down in deſpair under the 
ſhade of a bank on the beach. Next morning we 
obſerved them again walking towards the ſtream to 
drink, and it afforded us ſome conſolation to know _ 
they were not deſtroyed by tygers, but we now 
thought ourſelves too much reduced in number 
and ſtrength to move a ſingle ſpar. Two women, 
three old men, a middle aged man who had been 
confined in bed for ſome days. when the ſhip went 
down, a lad, and myſelf, compoſed the whole 
number now on the wreck ; yet, ſtrange to tell, 
theſe ſuryived hardſhips to which the young and 
the robuſt had fallen an early ſacrifice. 
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. noon we ; obſerved a large party of natives- 


coming along the beach to the ſpot where the men 


lay, and it was now our attention was rouſed to ob- 
ferve in what manner they treated our companions. 
They immediately kindled a fire, which we right- 
ly concluded was for dreſſing rice; ſoon afterwards 
they came down to the water's edge waving hand- 
kerchiefs as a ſignal for us to come aſhore. It 


is utterly impoſſible to deſcribe our emotions 


at this moment. Between hope and fear we were 
in a ſtate of diſtraction; though we ſaw they had 
no boats, and if they had, the ſurf would prevent 
their making uſe of them, ſtill we entertained 
hopes they would deviſe ſome means of coming 
off to us. My life, which ſome time before Was a 
burthen to me, now became infinitely precious; and 
though I obſerved pieces of plank floating off from 
the ſhip, I was afraid to truſt myſelf on one of them. 
I propoſed to the Gunner and Serang to aſſiſt me 
and my boy in trying to get out a ſpar ; they at 
firſt conſented, but after ſome time gave up the at- 
tempt. With great difficulty myſelf and my boy 
got it tumbled into the water, and made it faſf 
with a rope; after which we laid hold of a ſhort 


piece of plank that was floating paſt, and ſecured 


tt in the ſame manner. We had now each a piece 


of wood with which to make an n I heſitated 
a ſome 
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ſome time, but was at laſt prevailed on by my boy; 
and we agreed to ſet off together. After he got 
upon his piece of plank my reſolution failed me; 
however, when I confidered the people might 
leave the beach that night, and that I ſhould have 
leſs ſtrength to-morrow, I felt myſelf called on to 
make the attempt; I therefore took my leave of 
Mrs. Bremner, who, as I have already mentioned, 

was unable to make the leaſt exertion for herſelf, 
and even ſo weak as not to admit of our making 
any for her with effect. It was with pain I was 
obliged to leave her, but I hoped if I reached the 
ſhore, I ſhould prevail on ſome of the natives to 
come to her relief. She gave me a rupee at part- 
ing, and diſiniſſed me with a thouſand good wiſhes 
for my ſafety. Juſt as I was recommending my- 
ſelf to the divine protection, the piece of wood got 
looſe and floated away, I pauſed for a moment, and 
ſummoning up all my reſolution, plunged into the 
ſea. Though I could hardly move a joint before, 
whenever I got into the water my limbs became 
pliant, and I ſoon ſwam to the ſpar, but could not 
long keep hold of it. Had it been flat, it would 
have continued on one fide, but being a perfect 
ſquare, it turned round with every motion of the 
water, and rolled me under it. This exhauſted me 
ſo much as almoſt to put an end to my hopes; I 


repeatedly let it go in con but whenever I 
found 
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found myſelf ſinking, I caught hold of it again, 
and graſped it with all my might. I obſerved 
that I did not get any nearer the ſhore, but drift- 
ed in a direction almoſt parallel to the beach. 
Foreſeeing that I ſhould not be able to hold ont 
much longer, I tried every method to keep the 


ſpar from turning, and at laſt lay along fide of it 


with one hand and one leg over, while with the 
other arm and leg I ſtruggled hard to guide it 
towards the ſhore: For ſome time I ſucceed- 
ed tolerably well, but all at once was overwhelm- 


ed with a tremendous ſea, which broke over me, 


and tore away the ſpar. I now thought all was 
over; and, after a ſhort ſtruggle, was beginning 


to fink, when another ſurf threw me right acroſs 


the ſpar, which was carried back with. conſidera- 
ble force by the reflux of the ſea. I was almoſt 
breathleſs with the ſhock, yet I inſtinctively graſp- 
ed it with both my arms and legs, and was ſeveral 


times rolled round and round along with it. I 


was alſo ſcratched with the ſand and ſhells, which 
the ſurf had carried back from the beach, but 


this I confidered as a ſign that I was near the ſhore; 


(though I could not ſee it) which greatly animated 


my hopes. One or two more ſurfs threw me vio- 


lently on the rocks, and, to preyent the returning 
ſurf from caring me back, I * faſt hold of 
Gem. 


1 he 
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The only clothes I had when I left the ſhip 
were a flannel waiſtcoat, part of a ſhirt, and a pair 
of trowzers. The two firſt, being ragged, I tied 
in a bundle at my back to prevent their encumber- 
ing me, but I loſt them in the ſurf. The trowzers 
I ſtill had on, finding them entangled in the rocks, 
when the ſurf had retreated, I tore them off, and 
made ſhift to crawl on all fours (for I could not 
ftraighten my back) beyond the reach of the ſurf. 
Being now perfectly naked, I found the wind ex- 
tremely cold, and therefore laid myſelf down under 
the lee of a rock, where, in a few minutes, though 
1 obſerved ſome of the natives ceming towards 
me, I fell aſleep.— Three or four of them ſoon 
wakened me, ſpeaking in the Moore language, at 
which I was overjoyed, for I feared we were be- 
yond the Company's territories, and in thoſe of 
the King of Ava.—They told me we were only 
fix days journey from Chittagong, that they were 
Company's ryots, (or peaſants) -and ſhould toke 
care of me if I would accompany them. —I an- 
fwered, as well as I could, that I was ſo exhauſted 
with fatigue, and the bruiſes I had received, that 
I could not ſtir, but begged to have a few grains 

of raw rice. Wretched as my condition was, I 
felt diſtrefled at being ſeen without clothes, which 
they no ſooner obſerved, than one of them, a 
Burma“ (to whoſe humanity we were all after- 


A particular caſte or tribe ſo called. 
wards 
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wards much indebted) took his turban from 
his head, and tied it round my middle, after the 
cuſtom of the country. Seeing me make ineffec- 
tual efforts to riſe, two of them laid hold of my 
arms, and bore me along, my feet ſeldom touch- 
ing the ground. Coming to a little ſtream, I 
begged to be allowed to drink, from which they 
endeavoured to diſſuade me, but as I would take 
no denial, they let go my arms, and dropped me 
on my feet. I immediately fell on my face in the 
water, but, inſtead of endeayouring to riſe, I be- 
gan to gulp it up as faft as I could, and ſhould 
certainly have drank to exceſs had I been permit- 
ted. felt greatly revived by bathing in the freſh 
water, as well as by what I had taken into my ſto- 
mach, and walked the reſt of the way, leaning on 
the arms of my conductors. We ſoon arrived 
where their fire was kindled, and there I found 
the fix Laſcars, my boy, the Gunner, and Serang®, 
The Laſcars had gained the ſhore, as already men- 
tioned, the preceding day, and the Gunner and Se- 
rang, though they had left the ſhip later, as well 
as my boy, who had ſet off about the ſame time 
with me, being all more expert ſwimmers, had 
reached the ſhore before me. 


My joy at finding my companions ſafe, and at 
the accounts they gave of the humanity of our de- 


* Native boatſwain. | | 
liverers 
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l:vcrers quite overcame me, and for a while I be- 
lieve my mind was deranged. I could not com- 
prehend how the Gunner and Serang had got on 
_ ſhore, as I had left them on board, and their 
explanations ſerved only to bewilder me the more. 

I waited patiently about ten minutes till the rice 
was boiled, and did not aſk for any raw; nor, 
when a little of the boiled was brought me on a 
leaf, would I touch it till they aſſured me it was 
not too much. I then put ſome into my mouth 
- with my fingers, but, after chewing a little, I 
found I could not ſwallow it. One of the natives, 
obſerving my diſtreſs, daſhed ſome water in my 
face with his hand, which, waſhing the rice down 
my throat, at firſt almoſt choaked me, but it cauſ- 
ed ſuch an exertion of the muſcles, that I ſoon 
recovered the power of ſwallowing, though for 
ſome time I was obliged to take a mouthful of 
water with every one of rice. My lips, and the 
inſide of my mouth were ſo cracked with the heat, 

that every motion of my jaws ſet them a bleeding, 
and Save me great pain. 


I never could exactly recolle& what paſſed from 


this time till I awoke in the evening, after a moſt 


refreſhing ſleep. —I then repreſented to the natives 
the ſituation in which I left Mrs. Bremner, and 
her fellow-ſufferers, and well knowing the influ- 
ence of money on ſuch minds, hinted that, if they 
D would 
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would fave her life, ſhe was able liberally to re- 
ward them. Some of them promiſed to watch 
during the night, as the tide is then higher than 
in the day, time, and would probably 1 the 
wreck nearer to the ſhore. 


Aſter my nad found myſelf very hungry, and 
was importunate with my deliverers for more rice, 
but they ſaid they ſhould have no more dreſſed 
that night. I therefore went to ſleep again, and 
at midnight was awakened with the news that the 
lady and her maid were ſafe on ſhore. I roſe im- 
mediately to welcome my fellow-ſufferers, whom I 
found by the fire, after having eaten ſome rice, 
and I think I never ſaw joy more ftrongly painted 
than it was at that inſtant on the emaciated coun- 
tenance of Mrs. Bremner. 


I afterwards underſtood that it was to the Bur- 
ma's humanity ſhe owed her ſafety. Finding that 
ſhe had ſome rupees about her, the natives had 
already begun to form plans for dividing the ſpoil, 
which this worthy man overhearing, he watched 
his opportunity, and, with the affiftance of one 
of his followers, ſaved the women without ſtipulat- 
| vs for any reward. 
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During the night the ſhip parted in two; tbe 


bottom ſtuck faſt on the rocks, and the upper part 


floated in ſo near, that the two men who ſtill re- 
mained on the wreck were able to wade to the 
beach.— We lay all night on the ground with- 
out any covering, and as it rained hard, ſuf- 
fered much from the cold. In the morning we 
were ſupplied with rice as before by the natives, 
but they now began. to - enquire for the money 
which they underſtood Mrs. Bremner had about 
her, and refuſed to give any more rice without 
being paid for it. The Laſcars (eight in num- 
ber) bargained for themſelves out of the money 
they had received for bringing Mrs. Bremner down 
from the cat-harpings, and, being all Muſſulmans, 
they lived ſeparately from us, their religion for- 
bidding them to eat with perſons of any other 
caſte. Mrs. Bremner agreed to pay eight rupees 
for ſupplying the reſt of our party with rice for 
four days, till we ſhould gain ſtrength enough to 
proceed to the neareſt village, which was repre- 

ſented to be thirty miles to the northward. 


At low water the natives went off to rummage the 
wreck, but they found every thing had been waſhed 


away, except a few broken muſquets, ſome iron, 


braſs, and lead, and the looſe copper about the ſhip's 
bottom, all of which they carried away, I en- 


deavoured to perſuade them to deſiſt, by repre- 
D 2 ſenting 


to our rice. 


„ 
ſenting that they might be called to account for 


the plunder they were taking, but they maintain- 


ed they had a right to it for ſaving our lives. 
They owed me a grudge ever afterwards, and I 
foon had reaſon to repent 'of my. zeal for the 

owners. I know not whether it was on this ac- 
count, or becauſe I was the only European, but 
they generally ſerved me laft, and gave me a leſs 
allowance than the reſt: on thoſe occafions my 
friend the Burma interpoſed his good offices, and 
made a collection for me among his followers. 
Indeed they were ſparing of rice to us all, and it 
was fortunate for us they were ſo, otherwiſe we 
ſhould certainly have eaten to exceſs. It was not 


however this conſideration that dictated their par- 


fimony, for though they ſaved our hves at firſt, 
they now treated us with great inhumanity, except 


the Burma and his followers, who were a check 


on the proceedings of the reſt of the party, and in- 
curred their reſentment on that account. 


The country abounding with wild deer, they 


contrived to kill ſome, and eat the veniſon with 


the greateſt compoſure before our eyes without 
giving us a morſel. We however picked up the 
bones, after they had thrown them away, and 
boiled them into a ſoup which we found a very 
palatable, and, I doubt not, a wholeſome addition 


All 
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All the time we remained here, the natives were 
buſily employed at low water in rummaging the 
wreck, tearing the copper from the ſhip's bottom, 
and all the iron work they could manage. 


Ibe night before we were to ſet out towards the 
village, Mrs. Bremner not being able to walk, it 
was propoſed that they ſhould make a litter of 
bamboos for her; and, after much altercation, they 
agreed for twelve rupees to carry her and her maid, 
and for two more to ſupply us, her four penſion- 
ers, with rice till our arrival at the village. I was 
much afraid I ſhould not have ſtrength to walk, 
and that they would not flop for me by the way. 
T therefore entreated to be indulged with a litter 
in like manner, aſſuring them that whenever I ar- 
rived at the neareſt Company's ſettlement, (which 
I underſtood to be Ramoo) the Engliſh Gentle- 
men there would liberally reward them. They 
were deaf to my entreaties, and poſitively refuſed 
to carry me at all, as they ſaid I was ſo much hea- 
vier, unleſs I paid twice as much as Mrs. Brem- 
ner, and that in ready money. I at length reſolv- 
ed to ſtay behind with ſome of the party, who 
were to be left in charge of the plunder taken from 
the wreck, till Mrs. Bremner ſhould reach Ramoo, 
and repreſent my ſituation to the Gentlemen there, 
who, I was confident, would ſend a conveyance 
for me, I therefore endeavoured to bargain for 
| D 3 rice 
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rice during that interval, and they at firſt agreed 


to ſupply me at the rate of two rupees a day, but 


in the morning they repented, and would not give 
an ounce without ready money. In vain I pro- 


miſed a large ſum hereafter; nothing would ſatis- 


fy them but ready money, which they well knew 


T had not to give. 


Finding entreaties and promiſes equally ineffec- 
tual, I had recourſe to threats, and declared that 


if T ſhould fall a ſacrifice to their ill uſage, the Eaſt 


India Company, whoſe ſubject and ſervam I was, 


. would aſſuredly avenge my death. They deſpiſed 
my threats, and beheld my diſtreſs with indiffe- 


fence; I had therefore no alternative, but to re- 


' ſolve on accompanying them, though I had great 
reaſon to fear I ſhould give up by the way, and be 
| torn to pieces by the tygers which were ſaid to in- 
* the jungle. 


When we were ready to ſet out we ſound that 
only five men were to proceed along with us, four 
to carry the women, and one our proviſions ; and 


they engaged to give us rice only twice a day. 


We repreſented that we ſhould never be able to 
perform t the journey without a third meal, but one 
man, they ſaid, could not carry more than would 
ſupply ſo many perſons with two allowances each 
day, and they refuſed to let us have another man, 

without 
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without receiving three rupees more, a condition 
with which it was not in our power to comply. 


— On the 17th, at eight in the morning, we 
began our journey Mrs. Bremner and her maid 
on litters; myſelf, my boy, the Gunner, and 
Serang on foot. The reſt of our companions, 
being all Moor-men, had from the firſt attached 
themſelves to the natives, and now remained be- 
hind with them. We were each furniſhed 


with a bamboo for a walking ſtaff, and the wind 


being with us, and blowing freſh, greatly aſſiſted 
our progreſs. At the end of the firſt mile we 
found ourſelves much ſtronger than at the begin- 
ning, which gave us ſpirits to redouble our exer- 
tions; but beſore we performed the ſecond, though 
we reſted often, we were much fatigued. Here 
we ftopped an hour; I fell afleep, and when 
awakened to proſecute my journey, i found my 
joints ſo ſtiff, that I could not get up without aſ- 
ſiſtance. They walked ſo hard that I could not 
keep up with them; I was therefore obliged to reft 
myſelf oftener, and in conſequence dropped be- 
hind: but our guide, who had more humanity, 
prevailed on them to wait till I came up. 


My boy, though he could walk much faſter, 
and though at the ſame time under dreadful ap- 


prehenſion of tygers, would not leave me, and we 
5 | both 
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both fell conſiderably behind. At noon our com- 
panions ſtopped to dreſs ſome rice, and, as they 
had almoſt finiſhed their repaſt ere we overtook 
them, they hurried us away before we had ſuffi- 
ciently refreſhed ourſelves. My joints now be- 
came ſo Riff, that I could not moye without ex- 
treme pain; I reſted every hundred yards, while 
my companions kept a ſteady pace, and ſeemed 
little inclined to wait for me. My boy ſtill conti- 
nued to ſhew a degree of attachment, rarely to be 
met with in this claſs, but I would not ſuffer him 
to flay behind, and infiſted on his joining the reſt 
of the party. I thought -it peculiarly hard that, 
after ſurviving ſuch unexampled diſtreſs, I ſhould 
now be in danger of periſhing through the inhu- 
manity of my fellow creatures; and this idea ope- 
rated ſo ſtrongly on my mind that I was often 
tempted to give up the ſtruggle, lie down and 
die. But reflection on the paſt goodneſs of Pro- 
vidence came to my relief, and ſuggeſted that 0 
was my duty to . 
4 * ; 
At length, after wholly loſing fight of all my 
companions, I eſpied a party of Muggs* near the 
beach dreſſing rice. Not underſtanding their lan- 
guage, I was at a loſs how to make known my diſ- 
treſs, but went towards them in hopes that my 


* A caſte or tribe employed as porters, and calily diſtinguiſh. 
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wretched appearance would move their compaſſion, 
and was not miſtaken. . Their Chief accoſted me 
in Portugueze, and aſked what had reduced me 
to my preſent condition. I replied in a few words 
that I was ſhipwrecked, famiſhed, and deſerted by 
my companions, and entreated him to give me 
ſomething to eat.— He was much affected at the 
relation of my ſufferings, and execrated the inhu- 


man wretches who had left me, whom he ſaw paſs 
half an hour before without ſpeaking to them. He 


immediately gave me of the beſt victuals he had, 
and, obſerving that I ate in a ravenous manner, 
cautioned me to reſtrain my appetite at firſt, aſſur- 
ing me at the ſame time that he would give me a 
plentiful ſupply for my journey. He added that I 
ought not to deſpair, becauſe I had been deſerted 
by my companions, for that he would put me in 
condition to reach Ramoa without their aſſiſtance, 
and therefore adviſed me to give up all thoughts 
of overtaking them, but go on at my eaſe. The 
tygers, he ſaid, in that part of the country were 
extremely ſhy, the ſmell of fire frightened them, 


and before we parted, he ſhould teach me to ſtrike 


a fire, ſo that at night I ſhould have nothing to 
fear from them, and might therefore lie down in 


perfect ſecurity. 


The wounds I had received in coming aſhore 
being full of ſand and dirt, this humane ſtranger . 
yalked 
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waſhed them clean, and rubbed them with ghee, 
by which they were ſoon healed, He gave me as 
much rice as'I could. carry, and a pot to dreſs it 
in: alſo onions, chillies, and tobacco, the uſe of 
which he firongly recommended: In ſhort he gave 
me part of every thing in his little ſtore, and, in 
order to dreſs my food, and keep off the tygers at 
night, taught me how. to ſtrike fire, by rubbing 
two pieces of bamboo againſt each other in a par- 
- ticular manner. He concluded with informing 
me, that he was a Portugueze pedlar, a native of 
. Chittagong, where, he lived, and that he was now 
La to Þ AFFORD with goods. 1 


5 was ſo hawk affected with his e that 1 
ee hardly bid him adieu: after recommending 
me to the bleſſed Virgin, he hurried me away, that 
I might arrive before night at a hut two miles far- 
ther on. I had not gone many yards when he 
came running after me with a pair of trowzers, 
which he defired me to put on before I reached 
Ramoo, that my feelings might not be hurt by ap- 

pearing there without clothes. At this freſh. in- 
ſtance of his goodneſs I burſt into tears; I could 
not thank bim: once more we took an affection- 
ate leave of each other, and I purſued my journey 
in high ſpirits. | | 


After 
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' After walking about a mile, I ſat down to reſt 
myſelf, and tried to ſtrike fire, but alas! I had not 
ſtrength to make the requiſite friction, It is im- 
poſſible to deſcribe my diſappointment at this mo- 
ment; it threw a damp over my ſpirits, but it con- 
vinced me how neceſſary it was to exert myſelf, 
and eee till I ſhould oyertake my comrades, 


N ſome boiled rice in my pot, Leat a little, 
for I was hungry every half hour, T then proceed- 
ed once more, and ſoon reached the hut my friend 
had deſeribed, when to my great joy I found the 
reſt of the party eating ride; far the guide was 
better than his word, and gave them a third. meal, 
To ſhew them that I was now independent, I took 
ſome rice out of my pot for n and gave ſome 


| to my boy. 


After we had all W! 8 we * um- 
ed our journey in the cool of the evening, and 
were preſently overtaken by ſome of thoſe who had 
been leſt behind at the wreck, together with ſix of 
the Laſcars. They had met with my friend the 
Portugueze, who reproached them for their inhu- 
manity to me, and told them I was a great man 
though now in diſtreſs, and that the Governor of 
Chittagong would call them to a ſevere account 
ſor their conduct. This intelligence produced a 
wonderful change in their behayiour. They now 

| | affected 
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the guide to carry my pot of rice. I could not 


however but be ſenſibly affected by this freſh proaf | 


of my un 8 9 


Tbe night was far advanced before we arrived at 
ſome huts built for the convenience of travellers, 


| where we intended to take up our refidence; and 


here myſelf and boy dreſſed rice for ourſelves, not 


. chufing to come under any obligation to our fel- 
lo travellers. At day-break we were ſummoned 


to purſue our journey. My legs were much ſwell- 


affected to treat me with ſome reſpect, but I de. 
clined their civilities, and accepted of an offer from 


ed, and my whole body ſo ſtiff that I could neither 


riſe nor fit down without aſſiſtance, yet I proceeded 
with the reſt as well as I could, and, when the 


. fun got up, the warmth ſeemed to looſen my joints. 
About noon we came to a river, and, not being able 
do croſcs it till the tide ſhould fall, we reſted our- . 


ſelves, and dreſſed ſome rice. At ſlack water we 
crofied on a raft of bamboos conſtructed by the 
_— five or fix IO on each fide. 


The ftiffneſs in our os bad now * much en- 
creaſed, that we could do little more than crawl, and, 
were obliged to reſt ſo often, that all the natives left 


Pore to oy early in the evening, and during the 
$ mg 


— 


us, except the guide, and four men who carried 
the women. Exhauſted with fatigue, we were com- 
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night it rained fo hard that we were quite benumbed 


with cold. Worn out as we were it was impoſſible 
to ſleep; and long before day light we propoſed 
to the guide to ſet out, as we thought walking 
would keep us warm; but we had ſoon cauſe to 


repent, as it was ſo dark that we ſtumbled on every 


little ſtone on the beach, and: often fell to the 


ground. They told us we muſt not ſtop, as the 


tide was coming in, and would flow to a very ſteep 
and high ridge of rocks which could not be paſted 
at high water, and for once they thought proper 
to take us th the arm, g ir us 3 we *. 


At noon we came into a pa . 
within two miles of their village. The rain was 
ſo heavy that it almoſt threw 'me down; I was 
once more left behind, and, miſſing my way, wan- 
dered a conſiderable time among the rice fields, till 


I met a native, who conducted me to the village, 


where I found my companions feaſting ſumptuouſ- 
ly on rice and milk, We were given to under- 
ſtand that the Zemindar, or head man of the diſ- 
tric, had ſent for us to his houſe, about a mile off, 
that we might be properly taken care of. But I 
was ſo overcome with fatigue, that I reſolved to 
take ſome ſleep before going any farther; I there- 
fore begged of Mrs. Bremner to give my reſpects 
to the Zemindar, and requeſt he would ſend the 
litter back for me, From ſome cauſe or other my 

| requeſt 
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NPY was not compliee with, and in the evening 
I was compelled by hunger to make one effort 
more to walk towards the Zemindar's houſe, with- 
out a guide, and was ſtopped ſome time at a rivu- 
let, before I could get any body to help me over. 

I went into the ſirſt hut T found open, and was fo 
completely ſpent that I ſhould have lain there all 
night, ſooner than walk round the compound or 
yard adjoining to the houſe. Some perſon wha 
ſaw me enter this hut followed, and led me out of 
it into the houſe, where Doomo Ali Sheikdar re- 
ceived me with great cordiality, ſaying we were all 
welcome to remain with him for ten or twelve 
days, till we ſhould be able to travel. He imme- 
diately ordered every neceſſary refreſhment for me, 
and treated us all with apparent kindneſs; but 
I ſoon had reaſon to RES * 3 
r ag 511. | | 


1 ad RY at OR diſtant 0 r 
miles, there was a detachment of Company's troops, 
and was therefore impatient to get to this place; 
but whenever I propoſed to Doomo Ali to ſend us 
thither, he urged us to remain ſome days longer 
where we were, and that he ſhould fend a thirty 
cared boat with us to Calcutta. It was plain he 
wiſhed to keep us from Ramoo, and this circum- | 
ſtance alone was enough to make us doubt the pu- 
rity of his intentions. I ſuſpected, not only that 


7 


01 
de connived at thi paſt, but that he now began to | 
form a more extenſive ſcheme of future plunder, | 

with a view to his own adyantage. The cargo was 
yet untouched, and this was a prize too tempting 
for the Zemindar's virtue. Why he wiſhed to keep 
us fo long as ten or twelve days at his houſe, 'T 
could not gueſs; (perhaps a boat was not in readi- 
neſs) but it required little ſagarity to diſcover the 
cauſe of his unwillingneſs to forward us to Ramioo, 
as there was a Company's officer ſtationed Ws _ 
place, to whom we . 3 information.” 


— Meantime we were well treated, that is, was 
plentifully ſupplied with victuals three times a day, 
and furmſhed with ſome clothes. This was enough 
for my companions, who were too much'vecupied 
with the contraſt between the paſt and the preſent, 
to think of the future. My impatience, however, 
encreaſed hourly, and after in vain trying every 
argument I could think of to prevail on the Ze- 
mindar to give us a boat to Ramoo, I ſecretly de- 

e to attempt — ny way py oY land. 


On the 21ſt, the Zemindar took me into a pri- 
vate room, and, after many profeffions of good will, 
told me that though he had no concern in the 
plunder of the wreck, he was liable to be made re- 
ſponſible for it by the magiſtrate of the Iſlamabad 
diſtrict, reſident at Chittagong. He therefore pros 

| poſed 
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poſed that I ſhould give him a certificate under m 
hand, ſtating. that he had not taken any ſhare of 
the plunder, and that on this condition he would 
immediately furniſh me with a boat to Ramoo, or 
any other place I deſired. Thinking it fair to re- 
pel ſtratagem by ſtratagem, I affected readily to 
fall in with his propoſal, but, inſtead of the certiſi- 
cate he required, I immediately drew up a very 
ſhort ſketch of our late hiſtory and preſent ſitua- 
tion, which I looked on as little better than a fort 
of impriſonment... The Zemindar, I knew, could 
not read Engliſh: I therefore hoped that when -Y 
ſhould come to produce the ſuppoſed certificate to 
any of the Engliſh Gentlemen, he would be caught 85 
in his own ſnare, and they inſormed of our rea! 
circumſtances. On ſecond. thoughts, however, 

n fearing ſome of his people might be able to read 
the paper, I withdrew. it, and wrote another in the 
terms preſcribed; judging that any of the Compa- 

ny's ſervants, into whoſe, hands this paper "Oe 
fall, ks reg us aſſiſtance. 1 


The Amide Rot + much vleaſed with my 
compliance, and promiſed that a boat ſhould im- 
mediately be provided; that day, however, and the 

next paſſed without any meaſures being taken for 
this purpoſe. My certificate produced the deſir- 
ed effect, though not, as I afterwards learned, in 
the. manner I expected. The Zemindar, having 
THEY | 's bi proceeded 


— 
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3 with it to Ramoo, gave it to the Phou- 
gedar, (or officer of the police) who preſented it 


by miſtake ſor another paper to Lieutenant Towers, 
commanding a ſmall detachment of the Company's 
troops ſtationed there. Mr. Towers, on reading 


the paper, expreſſed ſome ſurprize that he had not 


ſooner been informed of the diſaſtrous event to 


which it related, and, after making enquiry about 


the ſufferers, was ſtruck with the evaſive anſwers 


of the Phougedar. This led to further enquiries; | 


at laſt Mr. Towers, with great concern, diſcovered 
that the writer of the certificate, and his ſurviving 
companions, were then at the village, and, he fear- 


ed, in diſtreſs. He therefore gave immediate or- 


ders for getting ready a boat to convey us to Ra- 


moo; none being at hand, he walked down the 


bank of the river, and preſſed the firſt he met. 
For. our eſcort, he ſent a Havildar, (native ſerjeant) 
and two ſepoys, bearing a letter of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy :— | 


Ramoo, July 22, 1795. 


I HAVE this moment received a note figned 


W. Mackay, ſecond officer of the ſhip Juno, certify- 
ing the loſs of that ſhip. I am informed that the 
perſon who wrote the note, and ſeveral more, are 
in great diſtreſs. I ſend a Havildar and two. ſe- 
poys, alſo a cook, who has rupees, and will admi- 
niſter every aſſiſtance for the relief of the ſufferers, 

E till 


| 
| 
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ll they canbe nab to me; when I will do all 
* that is neceſſary for their comfort, and take imme- 
diate ſteps to get them conveyed ſpeedily to Chit- 
tagong. The Havildar goes in a boat, and will pro- 


cure another for the conveyance of the whole par- 


ty to this place ſhould it ba ns. 


(Signed) J0HN TOWERS. 


Commanding at Ramoo. 


7 he eveting of the 221d, (being the third fince 


our arrival at the village) finding myſelf deceived 


by the promiſes of the Zemindar, I loſt all pa- 


tience, and reſolved next morning to put in exe- 
cution the plan I have already mentioned, of pro- 
ceeding alone, and by land, to. Ramoo. I com- 


municated my deſign to Mrs. Bremner, and the 


reſt of my companions, (for we all meſſed together) 


and they agreed to ſpare me part of their ſupper al- 


lowance, which J laid up privately, to f me, 
to ſet out by break of day. 


| Soon after we had retired to reſt, ,the whole 
houſe was alarmed by a thundering knock at the 


door“. It was the Havildar and his party, who, 


in an imperious tone, and authoritative manner, 
demanded admittance; and you can more eaſily 
conceive, than I can deſcribe, my feelings on pe- 


It appears that they were not Sg at the Zemindar's, but 


at a houſe of inferior note. 


4 BON ruſing 


* 
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ruſing Mr. Towers's kind note. No language can 
do them juſtice. Such was the eagerneſs of this 
Gentleman to relieve oar wants, that he ſent us 
all the bread, cold meat, &c. he had in the houſs, 
which we devoured with the greateſt ayidity, tho' 
we had ſupped not long before on rice and milk, 
The agitation of our ſpirits was ſo great, that we 
could not fleep, and, before day-light, we were 
ready to embark; but our Havildar would not ſuf- 
fer us to depart till he had ordered a ſumptuous 
breakfaſt, for whieh he ſaid (producing at the ſame 
time a bag of rupees) he was ordered to pay by 
his Commander, This, howeyer, was unneceſſary, 25 
as we had all been plentifully ſupplied with victuals. 


After breakfaſt we embarked, and about noon ar- 
rived ſafely at Ramoo. Mr. Towers came down 
to the river's ſide to receive us, and his feeling 
heart ſeemed deeply affected with our ghaſtly ap- 
pearance, though we looked rather to advantage 
in the clothes which he had the goodneſs to ſend 
Us. 


He immediately conducted us to his houſe, re- 
ſigned his own bed- chamber to Mrs. Bremner, and 
provided for me and the reſt as well as he could. 
He was himſelf our ſervant, our ſurgeon, and even 
our cook. Nothing could exceed the tender ſoli- 


citude he ſhewed to relieve our wants, and admi- 
E 2 55 niſter 
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niſter to our comfort; it did honour to his feelings, 
and never, never ſhall the remembrance of it be 
effaced from-my mind. Ramoo is an obſcure little 
town or village, to which a company of ſepoys is 
occaſionally detached from the battalion at Chitta- 
gong. This ſtation, ſhunned by moſt of the offi- 
cers from its uncomfortable ſituation, and the total 
want of- ſociety, was peculiarly agreeable to Mr. 
Towers. Poſſeſſing a talent for literature, he there 
enjoyed an uninterrupted opportunity of purſuing 
it, and particularly of acquiring the native lan- 
guages, which he has done in an eminent degree. 
His anxiety to adminiſter conſolation and comfort 
to his unfortunate gueſts was on this, occaſion 
ſtrikingly marked. Every thing in his power was 
done for our accommodation, and there was an 
indiſeribable ſomething in his manner which more 
than compenſated for every deficiency. He wiſhed 
us to remain with him until our ſtrength ſhould be 
perfectly recruited, but was apprehenſive that after 
our recent ſufterings we might be attacked by fevers 
or other diſorders, for which his medicines and 
{kill might prove inſufficient. I was alſo anxious 
to reach Chittagong as ſoon as poſſible, that pro- 
per meaſures might be taken for recoyering the 
timber, and whatever elſe could be ſaved from the 
wreck. It was therefore agreed that we ſhould 
proceed to Chittagong without delay, | 


On 


6353) 

On the 26th, we embarked on two boats which 

Mr. Towers had provided for us, and amply ſup- 

plied with every article of comfort within his reach. 
He alſo ſent a guard of ſepoys for our protection, 

and gave us a letter of introduction to Lieutenant 


Price, commanding, officer of the battalion ſtation- 
ed there. f 


We arrived late in the evening of the 28th, and 
Mr. Price inſtantly ſent his palanquin for Mrs. 
Bremner and me, and received us all with a degree 
of hoſpitality and kindneſs which could only be 
equalled by that of Mr. Towers. Next morning 
he ſettled Mrs. Bremner at the houſe of a widow 
lady; he entertained me at his own, and diſpoſed 
of the others in a ſuitable manner, 


After reſting myſelf a day, and being decently 
equipped with clothes through the kindneſs of Mr. 
Price, I waited on George Thompſon, Eſq. Judge 

and Magiſtrate of the Iſlamabad diſtrict, and com- 
municated to him the ſubſtance of what has been 
here related, Mr. 'Thompſon ordered a guard to 
proceed to the wreck, to prevent further depreda- 
tions, and directed me to draw up\a ſketch of the 
principal facts and circumſtances of the loſs of the 
ſhip, to which myſelf and ſome more of the ſur- 
vivors ſhould make affidavit, for the ſatisfaction of 
the owners, and all concerned. Accordingly J 
E 3 wrote 


„ 
3 Sh. . 

' . wrote ſuch à narrative, and Mrs. Bremner, Thomas 
Johnſen the gunner, and myſelf, being the only 
Chriſtians ſaved, were ſolemnly fworn to the truth 

ol it before Mr. Thompſon, by whom it was en- 
tered in the public regiſter. I forwarded an at- 

teſted copy of this affidavit to the owners at Ma- 
draſs, and aſſured them that as ſoon as I was able 
I ſhould return, with proper aſſiſtance, to the 
wreck, to land the timber, and whatever might re- 
main of the copper and iron work of the ſhip. 


My friend the Portugueze pedlar, having in- 
formed me that his wife lived here, and having alſo 
directed me to a Padre, (or prieſt) from whom I &# I 
ſhould hear of her, I could not negle this oppor- 
tunity of teſtifying my gratitude to my benefactor 
by enquiring for his wife. I accordingly called 32 
on the Padre; and was truly concerned to learn 
ſhe had died a few days before. She left no fa- 
mily. 3 | 


Judging it a duty I owed to my employers to 
do my utmoſt for their intereſt, I had early formed 
the deſign of returning to the wreck to ſave as 
much as poſſible of their property without any 
view to my own advantage; and I was now in- 
formed that the law would entitle me to a certain 
falvage; for, having quitted the ſhip after doing 
| my 
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my duty as long as any chance remained of ſaving 
her, I muſt now be conſidered in the bght of an 
indifferent yore 


Generous living at the hoſpitable table of Mr. 
Price, and other gentlemen of the ſettlement, had be- 
fore the expiration of a week, recruited my ſtrength 
fo much beyond expectation that I had no reaſon 
to apprehend any ill conſequences to my health 
from the undertaking. I therefore hired a boat, 
carpenters, Laſcars, and Coolies, {or porters) to ac- 
company me, and, after having received every ne- 
ceſſary aſſiſtance from Meſſrs. Price and Thomp- 
ſon, I embarked on the evening of the 8th of Au- 
guſt, and on the 12th arrived at Ramoo. Here I 
reſted a day with my much eſteemed friend Mr. 
Towers, and, on the 14th, began my journey by 
land towards Juno's Bay, (for ſo I named it) but, 
though I travelled in a palanquin, it was the 17th 
before I reached the Bay. 


Immediately on my MP? I got two temporary 
- huts erected, an operation at which the people of 
that country are very expert, and which they per- 
form in the following manner: They erect two 
bamboos for ſtandards at the extreme ends of the 
building, on which they lay a long pole for a ridge; 
they then take ſmall bamboos giving them a cut 


in 
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in the middle, and bending them into an angle, 
and theſe they lay over the ridge pole. Above all 
they place branches of the ground rattan, which 
makes an excellent thatch. Little was done the 
firſt week, owing to the inceſſant rains, but aſter 
theſe had abated, I got on tolerably well, and by 
the 6th of October, I had all the timber landed and 
| piled up. I then burnt the remains of the unfor- 
tunate Juno, to come at the iron-work, which, 
having carefully collected, I left the Gunner with 
2 guard in charge of the whole, and took my de- 
parture for Chittagong. i 


During my ſtay at Juno's Bay, I again experi- 
enced the unremitting attentions of Mr. Towers, 
wbo regularly ſupplied myſelf and people with pro- 
 vifions, and every other neceflary. He forwarded 
letters from my friends, and others from the owners, 
_ appointing Herbert Harris, Eſq. of the honourable 
Company's civil Kfvice, and me, joint Attorneys 
for the diſpoſal of their property. 


On my arrival at Chittagong, I correſponded 
with my colleague Mr, Harris on the ſubject, and 
was on the point of diſpoſing of the timber to great 
advantage there, when I received a ſecond letter 
from the owners, directing me to deliver up the 


whole property to Captain Gallaway, of the Reſto, 
; "SE ration, 


” 
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ration, then laying in Juno's Bay for that pur- 
_ poſe. | 


I accordingly hurried down once more to the 
Bay; by the 25th of November I ſhipped every 
thing on board the Reſtoration, and took my paſ- 
ſage in her for Calcutta, where I arrived the 12th _ 
of December, 1795. | 


Having brought my Narrative thus far, a deſire 
will naturally ariſe in your mind reſpecting the 
fate of my companions in-misfortune. Mrs, Brem- 
ner recovered her health and ſpirits, and is. fince 
well married. My faithful Boy, whom I would 
gladly have taken to ſea with me again, expreſſed 
ſo much averſion to undertake another yoyage, 
that I reluctantly left him at Chittagong, where 
he has no doubt embraced ſome other profeſſion. 


One of the two men left behind at Juno's Bay, 
died ſoon after, as I have ſince learnt from his 
companion, the perſon already mentioned as la- 
bouring under a ſevere illneſs at the commence- 
ment, and which continued without intermiſſion 
during the whole courſe of our ſufferings. Every 
relief the nature of our ſituation permitted us to 
adminiſter to his diſtreſs, was attentively applied 
but in vain ; the obſtinate nature of his com- 

_ - plaint 


» A 


plaint reſiſted every remedy, and there being no 


_ Theſe being ſubtracted from the date of our arri- 
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hoſpital at Chittagong, I carried him with me on 
board the Reſtoration, and placed him in the hoſ- 
pital at Calcutta, where, I am ſorry to ſay, I left 


him in much the ſame ſtate as when he was at n 


delivered from the wreck. 


Before I conclude, it may be proper to obſerve, 
that of the facts above ſtated 1 have a clear, diſ- 


- tin, and particular recollection, up to the Iſt of 


July; but the interval from that day to the 20th, 

when we firſt ſaw the land, is greatly ourlenad 
and obſcured, excepting as to the incidents of the 
two fathers and their two dying boys, of which the 
impreſſion is too powerful to be effaced;., How. 
then, it may be. aſked, was it poſſible to aſcertain 
the lapſe of time during that dregdful interval ? 
The fat is, on the ſhip's going down, having the 


proſpect of remaining long in our diſmal fituation, 


many of us began to reckon the days and nights by 


cutting notches on the maſt, or tying knots on a 


rope-yarn. As individuals dropped, this reckon- 
ing was interrupted, diſturbed, and at length loft, 
But on getting aſhore, memory was gradually re- 
ſtored, and an accurate meaſurement of time ob- 
tained. We knew exactly the number of days we 
paſſed on the road from the wreck to Ramoo. 


val 
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val at that place, aſcertains that of our gaining the 
land, and the day when our diſaſter commenced 


was too memorable to be miſtaken by any one of 
us. | 


I remain, my dear Father, 
Your dutiful and affectionate Son, 
WILLIAM MACK Ax. 
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